Minutes of SMCAANA Retreat meeting

Held on April 9th 2011

Location: Westin Chicago

Executive members attended the meeting:


Dr. I. Zafar Hamid-Immediate Past President


Dr.  Aftab Ahmed-President


Dr. Adil Rasheed, Vice President


Dr. Rukshanda Hamidi-President Elect


Dr. Yaseen Abubaker-Secretary

Members attended the meeting: 60 or more

Dear Fellow Smcians, this was a brainstorming meeting. Unlike previous meetings, along with senior SMC graduates, youngster as well attended the meeting. In this meeting number of attendees was highest ever for any SMCAANA general body meeting. Every one participated with their thoughts how to make the SMCAANA a more vibrant APPNA Alumni. 

At the beginning of the meeting, point of order was raised by Jawed Iqbal about the minutes of previous general body meeting, and agenda of current meeting. After a tense discussion it was unanimously agreed to follow the rules of the meeting and get approval of minutes of previous meeting on next SMCAANA meeting at St. Louis. 

Dr. Umar Murad, chair of By-Law Committee, presented the report and made following recommendations:

-There should be permanent physical SMCAANA office in USA. 

-How to increase the SMCAANA membership, by having Active vs. Non-Active membership.
-President term should be increased to Two years.

-Remove the post of Vice-President

All the above points were discussed with great enthusiasm. Although these recommendations were not moved as motion, it was decided that during the APPNA summer meeting in 2011, these recommendations will be presented again, and will be approved in that meeting. 

Dr. Faiq Hamidi suggested that there should be SMC class representative for every year. Motion was moved and was approved. 
Dr. Taqi Azam presented the membership committee report. Goal is to increase SMCAANA membership to 500 at least this year. Dr. Azam recommended that every SMCAANA member identify at least 3 potential new members and then invite them to become members before APPNA summer meeting. Also it was discussed how to engage new and fresh graduates in SMCAANA. 
Dr. Nadeem Ul-Haq presented his report on Advisory committee. He informed the members that SMCAANA is very close to get its own 501(c) status, hopefully before the next general body meeting. 

Dr. Kamal Haider on behalf of Dr. Joseph Emmanuel presented the election committee report. Varies dates of SMCAANA cabinet elections were announced i.e. deadline for submission, withdraw, election, and announcement dates. 

After that forum was opened for all, several members showed their support for Dr. Javed Suleman, who is contesting for President-Elect APPNA. 

